Cross-sectional study of the radiographic appearance of radiopaque lesions of the jawbones in a sample of Greek dental patients.
The aim of the study was to assess the prevalence of radiopacities in the jaws of a Greek population sample. Panoramic radiographs of 3,513 patients retrieved from 10 practices in Northern Greece were examined for the presence of radiopacities without the knowledge of the medical histories. Of the initial sample size, 47 radiographs were excluded owing to technical errors. Descriptive characteristics of radiopacities including shape, size, and location, as well as information concerning the tooth involved and the adjacent and opposing teeth, were recorded. All analyses were performed using SPSS software. The Pearson chi-squared test was used to examine the distributions of gender, shape, size, and location. A total of 72 radiopacities were identified in 69 patients (1.96% of the total sample of panoramic radiographs), showing a greater predilection in the mandibular premolar-molar region (78.3% of radiopacities observed); 44.9% of the radiopacities were associated with intact teeth or teeth with shallow filling/caries, whereas 26.1% were associated with heavily decayed/filled teeth. One-half of the radiopacities identified were circular, and the diameter varied from 1 to 2 cm. The results indicate the rarity of radiopacities (1.96%) in the Greek population sample that was examined and the predilection for their occurrence in the jaws.